
 

   

Service to Our Country 
1 TIMOTHY 2:1-8 
7/4/2021 
       
LEARN  

• Use your preferred Bible study method to read and explore 1 Timothy 2:1-8. 

• Read through the Teaching Plan. Record your insights for personal reflection and 
application and use them to interact with your group during the discussions. Read 
the Commentary and use it when applicable. 

LEAD  

• Swap a discussion question with one from the learner guide if it works better for 
your group. 

• Highlight the role of prayer as the foundation for godly service to our country. 

• Emphasize the correct priority for church and country. The church serves our 
country with prayer, godly living, and blessings so that believers have an 
environment conducive to evangelism. 

LOVE  

• Connect with someone who needs encouragement and prayer.   

• Pray for your group to be persistent and consistent in praying for tranquility and 
quiet in our land.
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Service to Our Country 
1 TIMOTHY 2:1-8 
7/4/2021 

MAIN POINT 
Prayer serves as the foundation for how followers of Christ can be in service to our 
country. 

OPEN 
• Prayer / Welcome / Announcements: firstnorfolk.org/thisweek 

• Ask the assistant group leader to mark attendance for your group and review the 
small group guidelines. 

INTRODUCTION 
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion. 

When have you delivered surprise good news from someone to another 
person or group?  

Why were you selected to deliver the news? What reactions did you receive 
from the recipient(s)? 

The Book of 1 Timothy is a series of instructions from the apostle Paul to Timothy, a 
younger church leader who Paul spent time training in leadership. The verses from 1 
Timothy 2:1-8 include a portion of Paul’s instructions on public worship, specifically in 
regard to prayer. Through prayer, we commune with God and see Him at work in every 
aspect of our lives. Prayer serves as the foundation for how followers of Christ can serve 
their respective countries.  

UNDERSTANDING 
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular 
topic.  

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ 1 TIMOTHY 2:1-8 

There are four ways the church can serve our country. 
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Through intercession 

• Paul mentioned petitions, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings in verse 1. 
Are they different words for prayer? Or are they distinct types of prayer? 
Explain.  

• For whom were the prayers to be offered (v. 1)? How are people supposed to 
pray (v. 8)? How do these two verses impact your prayer life? 

• Why did Paul specifically urge the church to pray for people in authority? How 
does this serve our country and the church?  

 

 

 

 

Through godly living 

• What is godly living? Use specific Bible verses or biblical principles in your 
answer.   

• What does this passage say about pleasing God? How do you demonstrate this 
in your life?  

• In what way is godly living a great service to our country? How can ungodly 
living do our country harm?  

 

 

 

 

By being a blessing 

• Think of a time when someone was a blessing to you. What was the situation? 
In what way were they a blessing? How did it affect your life? 

Rate your adherence to Paul’s instruction to pray for those in 
authority on a scale of 1-5 (1 low, 5 high). Do the same for our 
church. List some reasons why we might have this as a lower 
priority. What can we do as individuals to make this a priority? 
What can we do as a group? As a church? 

 

 
DISCUSS 

 
DISCUSS 

What is the connection between prayer and godly living? What 
else do believers need for godly living? How can this group 
help each other live godly lives? 
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• Read or watch the news. Are there urgent requests you can add to your prayers 
that could bring tranquility and quiet into volatile, catastrophic, or tragic 
situations? How would the country be blessed if God answered your prayers? 

 

 

 

By fulfilling God’s mission 

• What do we learn about our mission from verse 4? What do we learn about 
God? 

• How is our country blessed when we make Jesus known (verses 5-6)? Why is 
this the centerpiece of our entire passage (verses 1-8)? 

• Why was it important for Paul to declare who he was in Christ (verse 7)? Why is 
it important for believers to do the same? How does this serve our country? 

 

 

 
 
APPLICATION 

Spend a few minutes as a group coming up with a list of people in authority 
for whom you can pray. Identify specific prayer requests to be made for those 
individuals or groups. Ask your group members to commit to pray specifically 
for one of these officials during this week.  

PRAYER 
Thank God for inviting us to join Him in His work in the world through the power of 
prayer. 

 
DISCUSS 

As we progress the book of Acts in the current sermon series, 
we learned that the church flourished when it was being 
persecuted (Acts 8:4) and when there was peace (Acts 9:31). 
Since this is the case, why should we pray for tranquility and 
quiet? Isn’t God going to grow the church in spite of the 
circumstances in a particular region or country? 

 
DISCUSS 

How can we become systematic about blessing our country by 
praying for tranquility and quiet?  
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COMMENTARY 
1 TIMOTHY 2:1-8 

2:1. In this verse, the apostle mentioned four different words for prayer. “Petitions” 
included requests individuals made of God. The term “prayers” was the most general 
word. “Intercessions” included prayers for other believers. The “thanksgivings” Paul 
mentioned probably included gratitude for God’s blessings. The apostle may not have 
intended any sharp distinction among the four terms. The use of all four terms 
emphasizes the importance of prayer in overcoming the false teaching in Ephesus and 
in winning the lost to Christ.  

2:2. Paul encouraged Timothy to pray for governmental authorities who could help 
provide an environment conducive to evangelism. 

2:3-4 A quiet life of dignity and godliness pleases God. God is also pleased when 
believers express concern for the salvation of others. Paul directly connected 
evangelism with pleasing God in this verse. Prayer for the lost pleases God because 
God wants everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. The false 
teachers promoted lies, but Paul encouraged Timothy to pray that those lies would be 
exposed. “Come to the knowledge of the truth” is a way of referring to being 
converted. “The truth” is often used in 1 and 2 Timothy and Titus as a synonym for the 
gospel. 

2:5. In verses 5-6 Paul reiterated the contents of the truth, the gospel. He affirmed the 
Old Testament declaration that there is one God (see Deut. 6:4). However, the apostle 
also added that there is only one mediator between God and people. Jesus is that 
mediator. The term “mediator” refers to an arbiter or negotiator between two sides in 
dispute. Paul knew that only through Christ, both fully God and fully man, can sinful 
human beings come to God. Thus the apostle emphasized not only that all people 
need salvation but also there is only one way for sinful human beings to come to God. 
These verses provide the theological basis for the preceding statement that God wants 
people to be saved. 

2:6. Jesus brought God and humanity together by offering Himself a ransom for all 
people. The term “ransom” refers to a price paid to release captives taken in war or to 
free slaves from their masters. Sin held people captive and separated them from God. 
Jesus voluntarily gave His own life—He paid the price—to set us free. The phrase “a 
testimony at the proper time” shows that Christ’s death, occurring at the perfect time 
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in God’s timetable, is testimony and proof that God wants everyone to experience 
salvation (v. 4). 

2:7 Paul’s appointment as a herald, an apostle ... and a teacher of the Gentiles gave 
him the opportunity to spread the gospel. The church in Ephesus was in danger of 
losing its evangelistic zeal. Paul urged believers then and now to move back to the 
basics—that Jesus died for sinners and wants all people to be saved. 

2:8 The word “therefore” resumes the call to prayer from verse 1. “Lifting up ... hands” 
was a typical posture for prayer in the Bible (Ex 9:29; 1Ki 8:22; Ps 28:2; 63:4; Isa 1:15; 
Lk 24:50). 


